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The Clarion 

December 2024 

Worship service/ Sundays/Communion @ 9:00am, Wednesdays/Communion @ 6:30pm  

 
Bible Studies— Tuesday morning Men’s/Women Bible Study at 9:00am 
 
Blood Drive here at St. Paul on December 2nd starting at 3:00pm 
 
Book Study— Thursday evenings  at 6:30pm “The Spirituality of the Cross”  You are welcome to come to the Bible 
study whether you buy the book or not. 
 
Last Sunday Before Christmas Trivia and Brunch Potluck: Bring your favorite brunch dish and join us for fun, 
food, and fellowship right after the Divine Service on December 22. There will be a Christmas Bible Trivia game with 
exciting prizes for the top three scores! Everyone is invited, even if you aren't able to bring a dish, I am sure there will 
be plenty of food. Hope to see everyone there!  
 
Advent season is coming up quickly. We will be serving a meal before the 6:30pm worship services if someone signs 
up to serve one. The date that is still available is: Dec. 18th. Please contact the church office if you are interested in 
serving one of the meals which start at 5:00pm 
 
Christian Service Committee News about our Church Family (all addresses are Williamsburg, IA 52361 unless 
noted)   Highlighted Birthdays and Anniversaries for December. We highlight children’s, decade, and 80+ birth-
days. We highlight the 1st year, each 5 years, and 50+ years wedding anniversaries. Please let us know if you 
would like other birthdays and anniversaries added to the highlighted list. Complete lists of birthdays and anni-
versaries are posted on the bulletin board at the west entrance. 

Dec. 1 - Ethan Uhlmann, 8 - 121 Country Club Rd,  PO Box 981    
Dec. 1  - Robert and Carol Helle, 45th - 907 Terry Dr 
Dec. 3 - Dalton Harper, 11  -  1349 Keokuk Iowa Rd,  Webster, Ia 52355    
Dec. 3 - Andrea Nebergall, 50 - 300 Franklin,  PO Box 1202       
Dec. 4 - Vernon and Shirley Schmidt, 64th - 2512 U Ave. 
Dec. 5 - Jade Pasturczak, 8 - 182 Rogers Dr     
Dec. 5 - KayLynn Martinson, 11 - 403 Long St.      
Dec. 7 - Jacquelyn Garringer, 15 - 1210 W State St.    
Dec. 7 - Richard Wardenburg, 82 -  2557 F52 Trail, Parnell, IA 52325         
Dec. 8 - Brad Miller, 60  - 2784 310th St,  North English, IA 52316      
Dec. 12 - Joshua Huber, 2 - 685 W South St, Marengo IA 52301    
Dec. 12 - Malakai Huber, 2 - 685 W South St, Marengo IA 52301      
Dec. 14 - Coleman Carder, 12 - 909 SW 1st St, Eagle Grove. IA 50533    
Dec. 14 - Norman and Lorraine Grimm, 68th -  2993 H Ave., North English, IA 52316 
Dec. 16 - Shirley Walters, 89 - 100 Village View Circle #356    
Dec. 22 - Ben Roberts, 20 - 2206 200th St,  Marengo, IA 52301   
Dec. 25 - Macy Berg, 1 - 404 W Welsh St    PO Box 680   
Dec. 26 - Gavin Wardenburg, 12 - 2669 240th St.      
Dec. 28 - Dale Lane,  60 -204 West St., PO Box 565   
Dec. 30 - Robert and Helen Kozishek, 52nd -  2399 L Ave. 
 
Prayers 
Those in need of prayers or who are sick or in hospital.  
Carolyn Crew, cancer treatment, 114 Hampton Circle 
Alyssa Perry, (Barry & Lori Kahler daughter) continue her cancer treatment.  
Catherine Trimpe 1406 W Welsh St., breast cancer 
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Karen Von Ahsen, 108 Bailey Park Rd, prayer for her strength for her ongoing treatments for cancer. 
Mellissa Zuber, testing, 1926 Q Ave, Marengo, IA 52301 
 
Blessings to Millie Kruse who is being baptized November 17th. Millie is the daughter of Gavin and Amanda Kruse, 
great granddaughter to Russell & Bonnie Furler. Grandparents. Sponsors are Megan Finnegan, Bryson Mumm, Braden 
Mumm. 
 
Blessings to Rylan Clevie Smith who was baptized on November 24th. Rylan is the son of Kenisha Doehrmann and 
Zach Smith. Grandparents Kenton & Kim Doehrmann. Sponsors are Chloe Roberts and Channing Fraker. 
 
Sympathy and Prayers  
Our sympathy and prayers to the family of Duane Von Ahsen. Duane died on October 29th. Duane is the brother of 
Bonnie (Russell) Furler. Funeral service was on November 4th here at St. Paul. 
 
Drivers:  If you would like to help take church members to doctor appointments in the Williamsburg area, Iowa City or 
Cedar Rapids, please contact Theresa Heitman at twheitm@gmail.com or 319-530-0548. 

If you need food or know of someone who does, the HACAP Food Reservoir Mobile Food Pantry is at the Williams-
burg Kirkwood Campus from 3:00-4:00 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 

The HACAP Food Reservoir distributes food boxes at the Presbyterian church from 10-12 on the first and third Thurs-
days each month. 

Iowa County Food Bank – call Suzanne at 319-668-1375, Sherry at 319-551-7452 or Audrey at 319-721-7640. 

If you need clothes, check out the following places:  Contact each store to find out the dates for their sales. 

Crowded Closet 851 Hwy 6 E, Ste 101, Iowa City, IA 52240, 9:30-5:00 M-F, Sat 9:30-4:00 319-337-5924. Colored tag 
½ price each week. 

Good Will/Coralville 2551 Heartland Place, 319-248-4729 

Good Will/Iowa City 985 Highway 6 E, 319-248-4705, 9AM-9PM M-F, Sat. 9-6 PM, Sunday 12-5PM 

Once Upon a Child – quality used children’s clothing – next to Hy-Vee in Coralville 

The Attic, Free clothing – call 668-2288 for an appointment (St. Paul Methodist), the hours are Monday 9-11AM, 
Thursday 5:30-6:30PM 

Salvation Army/Iowa City – 1725 Boyrum St., 9AM-8PM, M-Sat. 319-339-4984 

Christian Services has met to plan distribution of our annual fruit baskets and small gifts for our shut-ins.  Those will be 
distributed during the month of December by our committee members.   
Thank you to all of those that picked up a Love Network Card and purchased a gift for those that need a little help during 
Christmas.   St. Pauls fulfilled 30 requests this year.   
We want to Wish all of you a very Blessed Christmas and thank you for your support during this year. 
  

Elders Meeting December 29, 2024 

 
Evangelism meeting on December 10th at 5pm 
Trunk or Treating took place in our church parking lot on October 31 at 5:00 which followed the Williamsburg Trick 

or Treating around the square. Thanks to those who participated:) In November, Hygiene supplies were collected at St. 

Paul for the Orphan Grain Train warehouse in Clemons IA. These items are badly needed both in the US and abroad due 

to natural disasters and war. Enough items were received for about 20 kits. On Tuesday Nov.19, Russ and Bonnie Furler 

along with Carrie Kuesel, delivered the hygiene kit supplies along with 93 quilts made by the “Piecemakers”, in a small 

trailer to the Clemons IA warehouse. While there they witnessed a shipping container on a truck departing for the Re-

public of Georgia located in Eastern Europe and Western Asia. 1500 boxes containing clothing, medical equipment, 

quilts, bedding, hygiene supplies, toys and books will take between 6-8 weeks to reach this very poor country bordered 

to the north by Russia. The Clemons organization and generous individuals amazingly also pay for the cost of shipping 

which is around $13,000. Also in November, this congregation collected children’s items to pack in shoeboxes for Oper-

ation Christmas Child sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse. Students at the LIS assembled the boxes and the St. Paul 

LYF packed them at their meeting. Monica Miller will take them to the drop-off location in North Liberty to be shipped 

around the world for Christmas. For some children this will be the only present they ever receive. God bless all of you 
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here at St. Paul for your generous donations to any or all of these worthwhile projects. “In as much as ye have done unto 

the least of my brethren, ye have done unto Me”. Parents be watching for our Christmas handouts for children at the 

December church services. Details in church bulletins. In Christ, Bonnie Furler for the Evangelism Committee  

Fellowship—is in need of people to sign up to provide a snack/drinks after our Sunday worship service. There is a sign 
up sheet available  on the west entrance bulletin board. 
 
Highland Ridge service on December 8th at 2:00pm. 
 
 Library 
Adult Books 
Echo by Jonathan Fisk 
Christianity is not the ability to memorize or recite from books of Scripture or doctrine. It is 
not magic. It is not a social club, counseling group, or self-help support group. It does not 
promise that you will be healthy, wealthy, wise, or even happy. 

Christianity is a truth, a truth first heard at the beginning of time that has echoed to this present 
age. A truth so profound that no man can master it, yet even a child can learn it. 
Jonathan Fisk introduces his readers to that truth. He lays it out as simply as a child counts to 10 on his fingers. Yet in 
training to hear the Echo, the reader will come to understand that the wisdom Fisk imparts is bottomless. 

Fisk teaches nothing less than the distilled, unbreakable Christian Echo, the very thing that has radically changed humani-
ty in every nation and tongue in which it has ever been repeated. It is the most astoundingly complete description of what 
life is and why it is worth living. And it's worth repeating. Again. 
 
Walther's Hymnal: Church Hymnbook is the first of its kind: an English translation of the first official hymnal of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. This was the hymnal that C.F.W. Walther edited and used. The hymnal provided 
Christians throughout the LCMS a common experience during the synod's early years in America, in the same way 
that Lutheran Service Book provides a common experience today. 

 

 
 
Children's Books 
Baby Jesus Prince of Peace by Carol Green 
Baby Jesus, Prince of Peace, an evocation of Luke 2:1-16 for children, is sure to bring the true meaning of Christmas to light for you 
and your loved ones with its beautiful rhymes and colorful illustrations.  
 
Bethlehem Town Where Jesus Was Born by Patricia A Hoffman 
Based on the Christmas story as revealed in Luke 2:1-19, this book tells about the birth of Jesus. Beautiful illustrations 
and a whimsical rhyme help young children learn that the tiny baby born that night brought love, peace, and salvation for 
everyone. 
 
 L.I.S. School Board meeting— December 17 at 7:30pm 
 
Youth Group — The St. Paul’s, Immanuel, St. John’s (Homestead) and St. John’s (Victor) youth group is asking any 

students currently in grades 8-12th and also any college freshman if they are interested in attending the 2025 National 

Youth Gathering in New Orleans to please join us for an informational meeting on Wednesday, November 13th at 

5:45.  Please note that if you are unable to attend the meeting you can reach out to one of the following for information  

or let us know of your interest in attending.  We will be needing a final number for registration submission by later in  

November. 

                 Continued 

 

Now presented for the first time in English, this is an invaluable resource for history enthusiasts, church musicians, and 
anyone who wants insight into how our forefathers sang and prayed. This is a chance to share in that song and prayer of 
the saints gone before us. 

Matthew Carver, MFA, is a translator of German and classical literature. He resides in Nashville, TN, with his wife 
Amanda and their young son, where they pursue interests in art, orthodox Lutheran theology, liturgy, and hymnody. 
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 Important Information: 

• We will be asking each attendee for $150 to hold your place with the group. 

Dates for the event are July 19-23rd (please note this is during the Iowa County Fair).  Typically, you need to account for 

a day or two before and after for travel time.  

 
Parish Ed 
Wednesdays —Midweek grades 2nd—6th grade at 5:30pm 
            7th & 8th grade Confirmation class at 7:15pm 
 

 
From the Quilter’s Corner: The Piece-makers have been busy!!! - Two quilts were given to newly baptized babies in 

November. - 12 quilts have been delivered to St Paul Methodist “Attic” and the Presbyterian church for those in need 

during the holidays and beyond - 93 quilts were delivered to the Clemons warehouse on Nov 19 for distribution world-

wide. - There is a supply of “comfort quilts” here for members and families of St. Paul. The quilters are taking a break 

for the holiday season and will “pick up our stitches” where we left off on Mondays starting January 13, 9 to 11:30 am. 

New stitchers always welcome;) Blessings to Your and Yours this Holiday Season, Bonnie Furler for the Piece-makers  

Please contact the church office with any new phone numbers, no longer have a land line, new cell phone number, got 
married, divorced, moved, had a baby we would appreciate an update on the changes.  Thank you 
 

                                            

St. Paul will be closing the financial books on December 29, 2024 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
      
 
         
 
 
      Jesus is the reason for the season! 
 
          Merry Christmas 
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